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STANISLAUS JARIES,

Acting Governor-Gleneral.

218t becembm', 19383.

SAINT LUCIA.

No. 21 of 1988

Ax Act to provide for the control of pests and diseases
injurious to plants and t prevent the introducion
of exobic speeies of the saine.

[ 30th December, 1988,

T’I: IT ENACTED by the Queen’s dost ILxco

xcellent
\1 esty by and with vﬂ.b adwvice and counsent ol ¢!

r ouse of Assembly and the Senate of Saint Lueis anc
Ly tho slthority of the same, as follows
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3. This et :mov be cited as the Plant Protection
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Intorprotution 2. IIJ. Hlis Act .

“earrier M includes an airerafb, o vessal, o1 vehicle ;

“ designabed oflicer ' mweans an officer of the
"fl_mstrv designated unch,x section 15 ;

“ frudts  and veg:,(}mblcs include  ail  cdible
porsions of food plants i ths raw  or
unproeessed state ;

“invernal wabers ” means the internal waters of

No. 6 of 1084, Saint Lucia as defined in the Maritime Arens
Act 1984

“ Mimster ” means bhe Minister charged willl Uhe
responsibility for Agriculvure and ¢ Mindsbs oy
-shall be constructd mwrdmwv ;

““notifiable pest” means any meL post ol
sublstantial cconomic importance for which
measures must be tuken for its eradication,
coubroi or to prevent ibs [urthoer sproad ;

“ocoupier V' in relatlon bo any land or bLuilding
means the person i acbuat oceupation or,
where there is 1o such person, the vwner of
the land or building ;

“owner " ineludes the person wiw is {or the time
being entitled to receive biwe vend

Cplanting maberind 7 includes any droe, shenb,

vine, cubbing, graft, scion, bud, bulb, root,
sced, and auy obthwer plais pary L:;‘,publo ol
Propagc Lwn ;

plant pest 7 means any diving stees ol any

oo
insoct, mibe, nenstode, shug, sty proboson
or other invertebrate or wertebrnbe animal,
bacteriuny, fungus, wecd. juuasii,u, plant or

reproducbive  part  therecl, viruscs, wyco-
plwms, or any organisiy shnilar or allied
¥

e

1wl

with 2uy of Ll Imw-mnu capinhie of onnsing
damage to any pluunb or pland product ;
plant pruduc(, Tomneuns arLy zimtwm_:c, meberind
or arbicle of vegotalie ort foin, inctuding notlen
eibher pn)u‘sﬂul or unuroeessed, W Tieh i3
capable of harbouring or transporting plant
pests ;
“ Plant Quarantine B
Troteetion Services 7 meons
esbablished under secbion 15

[




“receptacle ™ includes any package, box,
container, covering, wrapper or any article
in. which plants are or have been imported,
kept or conveyed, or which is used to
transport plant pests ;

“soil ”” means the loose surface material of the
earth in which plants grow, in most cascs
consisting of disintegrated rock with an
admixture of organic material and soluble
salts.

3. Whenever the Minister considers that the
unrestricted importation mto nr movement within
Saint Lucia of any planting material, fruit, vegetable,
plant product, plant pests, soil, or any other
non-plant article may result in the entry or movement
of plant pests, which may threaten the agricultural
resources of Saint Lucia, he is authorised to prohibit
or otherwise restrict the importation or movement
of such plantng material, fruit, wvegetable, plant
product, plant pest, soil or non-plant product to
protect the agricultural resources of Saint Lucia.

4. Any product or arficle referred to in section 3
which is handled by the Post Office shall be subject to
Regulations administered jointly by the Postal Services
and the Dlant Quarantine Service.

5. Any pianting material plant pests or live

bensficial organisms may be-dimported for experimental -

purposes by any person authorised by the Minister
and onlty under such conditions and Regulations as
may be nreseribed by the Minister.

6. No person shall import or offer for entry into
Saint Lucia any planting material, fruis, - vegetable,

plant product, plant pests, prcda.uors or parasitcs of

plant pesés, or soil except under a pormit issued by
the Minister in accordance with this Act or Regulations
made thereunder.
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7.The Mindster may lssue wn enecgency. perinid
for the entry of certuin pre o-coternitied planbing
nmaberial, froits, vegetables or meb products. offered
for entry end for “which no perimit was previously
granbed  provid od the planting mwberianl, {ruits,
vegutables or plant products are Tound to be free of
_pIa,nt pests.

8. No planting material, fruis, vegstable, plant
product, plant pest, live beneficial organisms, or soil
shall be imported into Saint Lucia unless & phyto-
sanitary certificate has been isswed for that planbing
material, fruit, vegetable, plant pest, live Leneflcinl
orgamsm or soil bv the plant health authority of the
exporting counhy which conforms to the model
adopted by the Internationsl Plant Protection
Convention of 1051 and to any amendment thereto
or to any Convention in substitution therefor to which
Saint Lacia shall have adhered.

5. The Blinister may by Order made by Shabutory
Instrument —
(o) limib  the impc‘u‘tabion of any planting
maberial,  fruib, vegotable, plany produsy,
plant pest, and soil as h ey deem nectssury

{0}y requive that inported planting materinl be

:-\

grown under quarantine and  under she
supervision of the Plant Quarantine Servies :

(¢) prescribe  remedial MOGSULS | 85 IR b
necessary to prevend the cstablisi
spread of any plant nest.

10, When o permit las beenr granted L
importatiaon of any planting materinl, (rull, vey
plant produet, plant pest, live bumeliclnd
soil, but an Qrder m[m-" 1@ bliis pernd
made under this Acs, the per mib ey
moedifed s Ay be ro quired so bhas B
ments of the moierial or arsicles under aonsic
shiall Le consistend owith the relevoad Qoder lssy
b Minister.




11.—(1) The Comptrolier of Customs shall notify
o designated officer of the Plant Quarantine Service
of the arrival of any planting material, frult, vegetable,
plant product, plant pest, soil, or other arbicles
regulated by this Act at the port of arrival.

(2) The Comptroller of Customs shall not release
or dispose of the material or article referred fo in sub
secticn (1) unless so authorised Ly the Plant Quarantine
Service.

(3) When a designated officer receives a notification
pursuant to subsection (1) that officer shall inspect or
cause the planting material, fruit, vegstable, plant
product, plant pest, soil or other arbicles to be inspected
torthwith.

12.—(1} Any product or article which is prohibited
or restricted entry for importation under this Act or
any Regulation made thereunder, if temporarily in the
internal waters of Saint Lucia, shall be subject to
such conditions as may be deemed necessary by the
Minister to carry out the purposes of this Act.

(2) Subsection (1) applies to carriers, their storcs
and furnishings.

13, The Alinister shall issue such orders and use

such means as he deems necessary to provide for the

inspection of domestic plants and plant products
offervd “for export and to certifly to shippers and
interested: partics as to the freedom of such products
from injurious plant pests according to the phyto-
sanitary requirements indicated on the model
certificate  adopted by. the International Plant
Protection Convention of 1051, or as amended or
replaced by a new Convention, to which Saint Lucia
skall have adhered.
14, (1) The Govermment shall not be liable for :
() the destruction of material brought into the
countiy in violation of this Act or any Order
issued thercunder ; and
(0} any damage done, or delays incurred by
treatments or other quaraniine scetion decmed
nesessary and performed wnder the cxisting
law.
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(2) Any desbruction, treatment or action taltr
under the Act by a designated officer in accordance
with this Act shall be done at the sole risk of bh
importer.

15.—(1) The DMinister may ecstablish such Plant
Protection and Plant Quarantine Services as niay be
required o protect the agricultural resources of Saiit
Lucia.

(2) The Minister may by letter, in writing, desigaate
officers of his Ministry to adniinister and enforco bhe
provisions of this Act.

16, Any designated officer authorised to enflorce
the provisions of this Act and furnished with suitable
identification shall :

(cs) if he has couse to belicve that any persun,
- receptacle, or carrier coming into or moving
within Saint - Lucia possesses, coutaing ot
carries any planting material, fruit, vegetable,
plant prodoct, plank pess, soil or non-plink
article that :

(1) coustitutes o risk to the agriculhual
industry «of Saint Lucia ; and
(il) the entry of which is prokibiced or
restricted by the provision of t-h;.b _"m'r
or any Ouxcor or Regulation issucd tl
under,
have the power to stop, and without warrant,
to search and examine the person, receptacle
or carrier and seize, detain, treat, destroy or
otherwise disposc of sucly phult‘nﬂ‘ maborial;
fruit, vegetable, plant product, plant post,
soil or other articlo brought inte or n‘uving
within Saint Luecia in violabion of this Aok
ancl

by if he has coause to believe that a wotillabie
plant pest may be present on any land hove
thc powar %0 enter on such thu andd withoud

varrant to carry out survey and. deiection
pmgrmmme as well as to iﬁ' at, deswroy or
remove planting material, frul t - vegetabic,

i

plant produst, pu.ut pest and soil, but ke

b



shall inform the occupicr, if prescit at the
time, of the intenfion to enter, search,
exsnune, treaf, confiscate or destroy such
planting material, vegetable, plant product,
plant pest or soil.

17. The Minister may make Regulations as he may
dsem necessary to prevent the spread or control of
plent pests in Saint Lucia and therein may :
© {a) identify the notifiable pest under considera-

tion;

{b) determine the ldnd -or nursery to be placed

- under quarantine and advise the occupier. or
owner in. writing accordingly ; ,

(¢} set forth the action +o be taken by Govern-
ment and ‘the occupier or owner In order to
conitrol the plant pest as well as dispose of
the planting material, fruits, vegetables, and
plant products on the land or nursery under
quarantine and

(d) restrict, prohibit or control the cultivation

© and harvesting of any plant on land or
nursery under quarantine.

18. The occupier or owrer of any land or nursery
on which a suspected or identified notifiable pest is
found shall, as soon as possible, advise the DMMinister
accordingly.

19. Any designated officer may, by notice in
writing served upon the occupier or owner of any land
or nursery and which describes the measures to be
taken to prevent further spread, control or, eradicate
the notifiable. pest- under consideration, require the
occupier or owner to : '

(a)~at hi5 own expense and within the time
specified in the notice, talke such measures as
may be recommended or required to prevent
the further spread, control or eradicate the
notifiable pest ; and .

(&) be responsible for the implementation of
control or eradication measures even if they
ave not stipulated in the written notice.

Control of
plend pests.

Oceupior
responsibility,

Pest controf
notico



Foihire to
comply with
notiéo.

Relinbursonent
af costs.

Ch. 241

Waiving o.
axpenses,

IDnmration of
gquaranting.

Removal of
plants under
quarantine.

Petermination
of
eradicalion.

20, Where an occupier or owner fails to take omy
measure which be is required to take by notbice issucd
under section 19, upon expiration of the time specified
therein, o designated officer may enter the land or
nursery and have implemented the measures to be
taken by the occupicr or owner ot the fand or nursery

21. Any expenses incurred by the designated officer
in connection with those measures stated in section 19,
shall be reimburscd by the cccupicr or owner, aud
may - be recovered by the Clief Plant Protection
Officer as a eivil debt in the manner provided by the
Cotle of Civil Procedure.

22, The Ministor may waive repayment of expeuses
incurred under gsection 20

(@) if the persoir in default is in needy circum-
stances and is unable to pay ; or

(b) for any other justifiable reason as shall be
determined by .the Minister and bascd upon
'substantiated facts submitted to the Minister
in writing. :

23. The notice served to the occupicr or owner of
and or o nursery under scction 19 (6) shall remain in
force untbil the DMinister issues a certilicate in writing
to the owner or .occupicr declaring that the land or
nursery is no longer under guarantine.

24, While the notice served under section 19 (&) is
in force, no person shall, remove or cause to Le removed
any planting maberial, Truit, vegotable, plant procduct
or soil from the land or nursery under quarantioe anless
he is authorized in writing by the Minister to remove
the planting material, fruit, vegetable, plant product
or soil from the land under quorantine.

25. The Mimister shall deotermine if any notifable
pest has been eradieated and any inspections of land
or nurserics to determine this shall be carried out by
an authorized officer at no cost to the oceupier or
OWIlEL.



2G. Where ao person is. in actual occupation of
any lind or where the ocoupier or owner cannob be
located service of any notice under this Aet shall be
made by allixing the notice in a conspictious place on
the land and such affixing shall be decmed to be good
and sufficient notice.

27. The Minister shall compensate, out of monoys
voted for that purpose by Parilament, occupiers and
owners of land and nurséries whose plants, planting
material, {ruits, vegetables and food protlucts have
been destroyed in order to achieve eradication or
prevent the spread of an identifable pest.

28.~-(1) The Minister shall appoint o Plant
%rotccbion Board hereinaflter referred to as *f the
oard o

(2) The DBoard shall consist of the following
‘members : 7 ,

(¢} the Chicf Plunt Protection Olficer who shall
serve as Chalrman of the Board ;

(0} an entomologist . and a plant pathologist
attached to the Plant Protection Unit of the
Ministry ;

(¢} the officer in charge of the Plant Quarantine
Service who shall serve as Board Secretary ;

(d) a Senior Extension Qfficer of the Ministry ;

{e) o Government legal officer nominated by the
Attdrney-General ; and

(f) the Chief Forestry Officer.

.28 Where a -member ' of -4hé Board is unable to
serve, the Minister may appoint an ‘alternate to the
Board who shall serve in his stead.

30. The duties of the Board ave to advise the
Minister on all matters covered under this Act and in
parbicular to advise on :

(@) making Orders or -Regulations authorised
under this Aet ;

(b) the decleration of any plant pust as 2
notifiable plant pest ;
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{¢) thé status of planting maoterial, fruibs,
vegetables, pldnt producls, plant -posts and
soil that are being offered or may bo -olferud
for importation ; and '

(d) the management, operation and physical
requirements of the Plant Quarantine Service.

81. (1) Meetings of the Board may be convened
at such times as may be neecssury or expecient for the
efficient performance of the functions of the Board and
ds the Chairman may direct.

(2) Five members shall constitute a quoruin ab
meebings of the Board.

(3) When the Chairman or his alternate is unable
to preside, the members forming o quorum may clect
a Chdirman from among vheir number to preside over
thiat meeting.

(4¢) The decisions of the Board are by a majority
of votes of the members present and in case of cyuniity
of votes the person presiding shall have o seeond or
casting vote.

32. (1) The Board ‘may co-opt any one or more
persons to attend Dowsrd meetings [or the purpose of
assisting or advising the Bouard.

(2) A person appointed under subsection (1) shall
have no right to vote.

33. A member of the Doard appointed under
sections 28 and 29 may :

(@) hold office for the period speeified in lis
instrument of appointmnent ;

(6) Dbe re-appointed ; and

{c) resign from his office by submitbing one
monti’s nobice in writing to the Scerctary ot
the Board.

3. Any person wilo
() violates any provision of fhis Act ;
(6) alters, torges, counterteis, defoces or destioyvs
any docwment or cerbificante provided :
Lhis Ach ; or



(¢c) obstructs, impedes, assaults or causes bodily
harm to .any person in the oxeccubion of his
duties under this Act,

shal! be guilty of an offence and lable on summary
conviction tn a fine not exceeding five thousand
dollars or to imprisonment for a term uot exceeding
twelve months or to both.

35. Any designated officer is obliged to inform
the Chief Plant Quarantine Officer of any violution
of this Act that in his opinion may damage or destroy
the flora and fauna of Saint Lucia.

36. The Minjster may, by Statubory Instrument
make Rules and Regulations or issue any Order as
may be necessary for carrying out the provision of
this Act.

37. Orders and Regulations made under the Plant
Protection, Ordinance, shall remain in force until
replaced by Orders and Regulations made under this
Act.

.38, The Plant Protection Ordinance, Chapter 26 is
repealed.

Passed in the House of Assembly this 22nd day of
November, 1988. ’

ALLAN DOUSQUET,
Deputy Speaker.

,Igggssqci in the Senate this 29th day of November,

E. HENRY GIRAUDY,
President.
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