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P.O. Box 459 

Grand Cayman  KY1-1106 
Ph.: 345-946-2967 / 345-947-3090 
Fax: 345-945-2251 / 345-947-6501 

 

 

 

Conditions for the Importation of  

Plants and Plant Products from Jamaica 
 

 

 

These conditions are in two parts and apply to the importation of cargo shipments only. With the 

exception of certified seeds, individual travelers are not allowed to import fresh plant products or 

propagative materials into the Cayman Islands from Jamaica as part of checked or carry-on luggage. 

 
 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

Import Permit 

 

a. A written application to obtain an Import Permit must be made to the Cayman Islands Department 

of Agriculture (DoA) on the prescribed form provided by the DoA before any consignment of 

plant products or propagative material is imported into the Cayman Islands.   

 

b. Applications will be processed by the DoA in accordance with the Plant (Importation and 

Exportation) Law and a response issued within 72 working hours of receipt of the completed form. 

 

c. Importers must present the import permit issued by the DoA to the Plant 

Quarantine/Produce Inspection Division Officer in Jamaica for guidance regarding the 

conditions for the importation.   

 

d. The import permit will be granted for those commodities listed in Part I Section iii and for 

propagative materials contained in Part II of this document only, with the appropriate conditions 

for entry. 

 

e. Importers seeking to import any plant or plant product not listed in Parts I & II may apply in 

writing to the DoA and such applications will be subjected to the appropriate Pest Risk 

Assessment (PRA). 

 

Inspection and Phytosanitary Certification 

 

a. Consignments of items listed in Part 1 and/or II intended for entry into the Cayman Islands must 

be accompanied by a valid Phytosanitary Certificate, issued and signed by an Officer of the 

National Plant Protection Organization (NPPO) of Jamaica. 

 

b. All treatments applied must be listed on the Phytosanitary Certificate.  

 

c. All consignments must be shipped within seven (7) days of the issuance of the Phytosanitary 

Certificate. 
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d. All consignments will be subjected to inspection and testing, at the port of entry in the Cayman 

Islands, by officials of the DoA’s Agricultural Health Inspection Services Unit.  

 

e. Consignments not listed and/or in excess of quantities stated on the Phytosanitary Certificate and 

invoice will not be allowed entry.   

 

 

 

PART I 

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR THE IMPORTATION OF PLANT PRODUCTS 

 (INCLUDING CUT FLOWERS AND FOLIAGE) 

 

(i) Guidelines for the Preparation/Packaging of Plant Products Shipped to the Cayman Islands 

  

a. All traders must be registered in Jamaica with the Ministry of Agriculture, Plant 

Quarantine/Produce Inspection Division. All plant products for export to the Cayman Islands 

must originate from a packinghouse certified by the Ministry of Agriculture, Jamaica.  

b. All commodities must be of good quality, clean, free of pests, soil and foreign matter.  

c. Commodities must be packed in new unused standard size carton boxes or bags. 

d. All commodities should be treated in accordance to the treatment outlined in Part I, Section iii 

of this document for the specific product.  

e. The DoA reserves the right to prescribe additional treatment for any consignment, as may 

become necessary.   

 

(ii) Procedures for the Export of Plant Products to the Cayman Islands  

 

a. All consignment of banana (Musa spp.) must originate from  producers named and packed 

under the associated brands listed in Appendix II and must be accompanied by an Export 

Certificate from the Jamaica Banana Board. 

b. For consignments of Irish Potato an additional declaration must appear on the phytosanitary 

certificate stating that the potatoes were grown in an area certified free from the bacterium, 

Dickeya solani or from areas that the disease is not known to exist.  

c. The entire consignment of plant products must be inspected by authorized officers from the 

NPPO (Ministry of Agriculture, Plant Quarantine/Produce Inspection Division) at the 

approved packing house or at the designated Export Complex.  

d. All boxes must be securely sealed with good quality tape.   

e. All boxes containing fresh products that have passed inspection should bear the Jamaica 

Ministry of Agriculture stamp. 

f. All consignments, with the exception of certified packaged seeds, are required to be sent as 

cargo and not as an accompanied passenger luggage. 
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(iii) Plant products approved for importation from Jamaica to the Cayman Islands along with 

the required treatment are as follows:  

Common Name  Scientific Name *Requirement/Treatment    

Avocado  Persea americana Washed and disinfected 

Chives  Allium schoenoprasum Fumigation  

Cho Cho Sechium edule Washed and disinfected  

Citrus Fruits Citrus spp.                              Washed and disinfected 

Coco Colocasia antiquorum Washed, disinfected, free of soil  

Coco Yam/Tannia   Xanthosoma sagittifolium Washed, disinfected, free of soil  

Cocoa  Theobroma cacao Dried beans only  

Coffee Beans-Dried/ Processed Coffea canephora Fumigation  

Coriander Coriandrum sativum Fumigation  

Dasheen Colocasia esculenta Washed, disinfected, free of soil  

Escallion Allium fistulosum Fumigation  

Ginger Zingiber officinale Washed, disinfected, free of soil  

Green banana Musa sp Fungicide   

Gungo Peas (green/dry) Cajanus cajan                     Fumigation  

Irish Potato Solanum tuberosum Washed, packed and shipped within 

30 days of harvest,  free of soil and 

sprouts  

June Plum Spondias cytherea Washed and disinfected  

Marjoram Origanum majorana Fumigation  

Nutmeg Myristica fragrans Dried  

Oregano Origanum vulgare Fumigation  

Papaya Carica papaya  Washed and disinfected 

Peanut  Arachis hypogaea Fumigation, free of aflatoxin   

Pepper, Chili Capsicum sp.  Fumigation  

Pepper, Scotch Bonnett Capsicum chinense Fumigation  

Pepper, sweet  Capsicum annum Fumigation  

Pimento seeds  Pimenta dioica Dried and cleaned seeds  

Pineapple Ananas cosmosus Crowns and fruit stalks removed  

Pumpkin Cucurbita pepo Washed and disinfected 

Rosemary Rosmarinus officinalis Fumigation  

Spearmint Mentha spicata Fumigation  

Sweet Basil Ocinum basilicum Fumigation  

Sweet Cassava Manihot esculenta Washed, disinfected and free of soil  

Sweet Potato Ipomoea batatas Washed, disinfected , free of soil  

Tarragon Artemisia dracunulus Fumigation  

Thyme Thymus vulgaris Fumigation  

Turmeric Curcuma longa Washed, disinfected and free of soil  

Yam Dioscorea spp. Washed, disinfected and free of soil  

   

Anthurium (Blooms only) Anthurium sp.  

Orchid blooms Orchidae sp.   

*The treatment requirements listed above are subject to change and commodities may be added to or 

removed from the list in accordance with findings of an updated Pest Risk Assessment (PRA) for that 

commodity.  
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PART II 

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR THE IMPORTATION OF PLANT PROPAGATIVE MATERIAL 

 

i. The selected list of propagative material approved for importation from Jamaica to the Cayman 

Islands is as follows:  

 Tissue cultured plantlets 

 Certified  seeds 

 Orchid plants (Bare rooted only)  

 Scion material  

 Yam (Dioscorea spp.) Cuttings  (‘Yam Head’ or Minisetts) 

 

ii. Tissue cultured material, and packaged seeds from institutions recognized by the DoA do not 

require additional phytosanitary treatment. 

 

iii. Seeds that are not in hermetically sealed commercial package must be free of soil, pests (including 

noxious weed seeds) and dusted with a/an: 

 Insecticide  

 Fungicide 

 

iv. Orchids Plants:  Nurseries desiring to export orchids to the Cayman Islands must be signatory to the 

compliance agreement with the Ministry of Agriculture, Jamaica (please see document attached in 

Appendix I).  A pesticide dip treatment must be done at least 7 days prior to shipping to include a 

registered/approved insecticide, miticide, protectant fungicide and a liquid molluscicide.  

 

v. Yam (Dioscorea spp.)  cuttings (‘yam head’ or minisetts) intended for propagation must be treated 

by dipping in;  

 Insecticide 

 Nematicide  

 Fungicide 

 

vi. All chemicals used in treatments must be approved by the Jamaica Pesticides Control Authority 

(PCA) and should be applied at the recommended rate as instructed by the label. 

 

 

For the avoidance of doubt, it is to be noted that tissue cultured and scion material (buds and grafts) 

can only be imported into the Cayman Islands from institutions recognized by the DoA. 

 

Failure to comply with any or all of the above measures in this condition will result in the 

confiscation of the consignment. 
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APPENDIX I 

 

 

             Compliance Agreement 

 

                 Export of Orchids Plants to the Cayman Islands 

 

 

 

I, ___________________________________ of ________________________________ hereby agree to 

the following conditions for the export of orchid plants to the Cayman Islands. 

 

1) Plants must be grown under conditions in which good agricultural practices for growing orchid 

plants are observed.  These include placing plants on raised benches, propagating plants in shade 

houses or in green houses and the observance of appropriate integrated pest management practices. 

 

2) Records relating to phytosanitary activities such as treatments for pests and diseases must be kept. 

 

3) Accommodate regular routine monitoring visits of Ministry of Agriculture Plant Quarantine 

Inspectors.  All relevant phytosanitary treatment and records must be made available for 

inspection. 

 

4) Agree to effect any recommendations for corrective measures made by Plant Quarantine 

Inspectors. 

 

 

 

 

Signed:  ___________________________________ 

 

 

Designation: _______________________________ 

 

 

Date: _______________________________20____ 
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APPENDIX II 

 

 

List of Approved Farms for the Importation of Banana (Musa spp.) into the Cayman Islands 

 

 

Name of Company/Farm Location  

Jamaica Producers Group Ltd  Polo Common Farm, Agualta Vale, St. Mary, Jamaica  
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