Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Affairs
/" Republic of Korea

Ms. Ewa SYNOWIEC

Director

Sustainable Developement Economic Partnership Agreement
DG-TRADE, EUROPEAN COMMISSION

April 6, 2020

Mr. Bernard VAN GOETHEM

Director
Crisis management in food, animals and plants
DG-SANTE, EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Subject : Reply regarding export certificates
Dear Directors,

I would like to appreciate the support of the European Union (EU) in providing a
temporary working solution to the delayed arrival of original paper export certificates
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Korea will do all we can to send original paper
certificates along with consignments. However, if it is not possible, the Korean competent
authorities will send scanned copies of original paper certificates to the BCPs.

In order to prevent any trade disruption from the COVID-19 pandemic, Korea will also
conduct temporary measures as below determined through consultations among competent
authorities, namely the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (MAFRA),
Ministry of Food and Drug Safety (MFDS) and Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries (MOF).

- Original export certificates (including duplicate) should be submitted accompanying the

consignments, in principle.

- If it is not possible to submit original papers, copies of original paper certificates
(scanned colour copies) sent from EU competent authorities or EU Delegation to Korea
to our Food Inspection Offices or Quarantine Services will be accepted.

- Original paper certificates (including duplicate) should be submitted as soon as technically
feasible when airport transport restrictions are resolved.




Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Affairs
/" Republic of Korea

Scanned copies of original paper certificates should be sent by electronic messages, from
a mailbox belonging to the EU quarantine authorities or EU delegation to Korea to the
mailbox belonging to the Quarantine Services of MAFRA / MOF, or Import Management
Division of MFDS of the point of entry in Korea. Please see the attachment. I ask the
EU delegation to Korea to provide contact details of the EU competent authorities to

whom our quarantine offices can refer on any issues.

This measure proposed above is only temporary for two months (by May 31) due to the
COVID-19 outbreak. I hope that we can continue our consultations by following further

development of the current situation.

Yours sincerely,

Jae-hong Chang, D.V.M.

Director

Qurantine Policy Division

International Cooperation Bureau

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs
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