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SUBJECT: Geclaring Coconut Leaf Beetle, Brenispa longissima
(Gestro) an Invasive Quarantine Pest of Coconut, Cocos
nucifera, and Providing Measures to Regulate and Prevent its
Spread

WHIEREAS. it has been reported and verified that Coconut Leaf Beetle, Froniisn
Fwgrovana now exists in Metro Manila, Cavite, Batangas, Laguna, Quezon and Bulacan,
pessibly introduced and spread through the importation and movement of infested palms;

WHEREAS, the invasive insect pest has not been observed in Davao and Cebu;

WEHPREAS, the coconut industiy continues to contribute to the Philippine economy an
esinnaled 750 A USD annually and it is crucial if the Philippines is to maintain or
aprove its position as the world’s second largest producer of coconut products,

WHERIEAS, surveys confirmed that B. /longissima develop and inflicts damage in
cocenut and other native as well as exotic ornamental palms;

WHERIAS, the Department of Agriculture issued Special Order No. 256 series of 2005,
Constituting the Interagency Brontispa Action Team (BAT) for the Abatement of the
ivasive Coconut Leaf Beetle (5. fongissima) Infestation;

WHEREAS. BAT, in collaboration with local government units and other concerned
cuencies will conduct surveillance, research and control measure activities to abate
coconut leaf beetie infestation in the Philippines;

WELEREAS, if the spread of this invasive pest is not regulated and contained, it mav
irtually wipe out the coconut industry in the country;

WIHHZREAS, it is pecessary that quarantine measures be put in place in order to arrest and
provent spread of the disease to other non-infested areas;

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in the Director of the Burcau of
Plant Industry by P.D. 1433, othenvise known as the Plant Quarantine Decree of 1978,
this Special Order is hereby promulgated as follows:

Sgulion i The Coconut Leaf Beetle (Bromtispa longissima) is hereby declared an
mjurious and invasive pest of coconut.
Section 2. Metro Manila and the provinces of Cavite, Batangas, Laguna, Quezon and

Bulacan i the island of Luzon are hereby declared infested with Coconut Leaf Bectle
and shall be piaced under quarantine;



: : i rerminated
Section 3 The movement/transter/carrying of paim‘ seedlings, Ple_-mi j;g;ﬁo Visayas
secenuts including fronds from infested areas 10 non-mfcs}ed ar;afc;l:rying o eed s
and Mi is strictly prohibiie ‘ever, movement/transier §
arnd Mindanao is strictly prohibiied. However, : e Bureas
may be allowe ' *f a permit to transport has been secured from the Dxrecto§ of 1l
ol Prant Ind-stry or his authorized representatives. Pal

Sestion 4 Tmportation of palin seedlings, plants and germinated seednuts from countries
with whown and reported infestation of B Jongissima in Guangdong Province of
Mainland China, Hainan Islands, Hongkong and Taiwan ROC, Maldives, parts of
Suutheast Asia, namely: Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Singapcre and Vietnam, and parts of Oceania, namely: American Samoa, French
Poiviesta, Naure, New Caledonia, Northern Mariana Islands, Papua New Guinea,
Suamoa, Solomon Islands, Vanuaty, Wallis and Futuna, Western Samoa and Queensland
and Nowthern Territory of Australia is strictly prohibited until such time that ecological
balance between the pest and its natural enemies has been established.

Seuion 5. In order 1o carry out the effective quarantine and control measures against the
spread ol coconut leaf beetle, the Director of the Bureau of Plant Industry, in accordance
witih Section 10 of P.D. 1433, and in coordination with BAT, may request national,
provincial municipal a»d barangay officials and members of the Armed Forces to assist
i Lie mplementation/enforcement of such promulgated quarantine measures in order to
comair. prevent the spread and ultimately eradicate the said pest;

Secrior 6. All companies engaged in land, water or air transportation shall
assist/cooperate with the Director of the Bureau of Plant Industry or his authorized
tepresentatives in the strict enforcement of the provisions of this Order pursuant to
Section 0. Rute VI of BPI Quarantine Administrative Order No.1 Series of 1981 by not
dlowing or accepting shipments, conveying or shipping palm seedlings, plants and
2erminated seednuts from infested areas to non-infested areas in Luzon, Visayas and
Mindanao,

Section 7 Any person who violates the provision of this Order or forges, counterfeits,
aters, defaces or destroys any document issued by virtue thereof, shall be fined the
cinount ol not mere than P20,000.00 or by imprisonment from prison correctional o

praser icvor or both, i the discretion of the Court as provided for under Section 23 of
"1y 1445

Section 3 This order shall supersede and/or revoke orders inconsistent herewith and shall
take offect fifieen (15) days after publication in Official Gazette and/or a newspaper of
eenetal eirculation,
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BPI SPECIAL QUARANTINE ORDER
No.

Series of 2007

SUBJECT: Amendment to BPI Special Quarantine Order No. 03, Series
of 2005 (Declaring Coconut Leaf Bectle, Brontispa longissima
(Gestro) an Invasive Quarantine Pest of Coconut, Cocos
nucifera, and Providing Measures to Regulate and Prevent its
Spread)

WIHEREAS, it has been reported and verified that Coconut Leaf Beetle, Brontispa
longissima is now present in other areas other than those mentioned in BPI Special
Quarantine Order No. 03, Series of 2005;

WHEREAS, 1t 1s reported to be present i Metro Manila, llocos Norte, Pangasinan,
Nueva Vizcaya, Pampanga, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Tarlac, Aurora , Laguna, Batangas,
Cavite, Quezon, Rizal, Southern Palawan, Albay, Camarines Sur, Camarines Norte,
Sorsogon, [loilo, Aklan, Guimaras, Bohol, Eastern Samar, Northern Samar, Zamboanga,
Bukidnon, and Davao;

WHEREAS the coconut industry continues to contribute to the Philippine economy an
estimated 800 Million USD annually;

WHEREAS, surveys confirmed that B. longissima develops and inflicts damage in
coconut and other native as well as exotic ornamental palms;

WHEREAS, if the spread of this invasive pest is not regulated and contained, it may
virtually wipe out the coconut industry in the country;

WHEREAS, it is necessary that quarantine measures be strengthened to arrest and
prevent spread of the pest to non-infested areas of the country.

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in the Director of the Bureau of
Plant Industry by P.D. 1433, otherwise known as the Plant Quarantine Decrec of 1978,
this Special Order is hereby promulgated as follows:



Section 1. The Coconut Leaf Beetle (Brontispa longissima) is hereby declared an
injurious and invasive pest of coconut.

Section 2. Metro Manila and provinces of Hocos Norte, Pangasinan, Nueva Vizcaya,
Pampanga, Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Tarlac, Aurora, Laguna, Batangas, Cavite, Quezon,
Rizal, Southern Palawan, Albay, Camarines Sur, Camarines Norte, Sorsogon, loilo,
Aklan, Guimaras, Bohol, Eastern Samar, Northern Samar, Zamboanga, Bukidnon, and
Davao are hereby declared infested with Coconut Leaf Beetle and are hereby placed
under quarantine,

Section 3. The movement/transfer/carrying of any palm scedlings, plants and
germinated seednuts including fronds from infested areas to non-infested areas is strictly
prohibited.

Section 4 A special Permit to Transport may be granted by the BPI Director from
non-infested areas after complying with strict quarantine measures that include
quarantine in contained facility.

Section 5. Importation of palm seedlings, plants, and germinated seednuts from
countries with known and reported infestation of B. longissima in Guangdong Province
of Mainland China, Hainan Islands, Hongkong and Taiwan ROC, Maldives, parts of
Southeast Asia, namely: Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Singapore and Vietnam; and parts of Oceania, namely: American Samoa, French
Polynesia, Nauru, New Caledonia, Northern Mariana Islands, Papua New Guinea,
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Wallis and Futuna, Western Samoa and Queensland
and Northern Territory of Australia is strictly prohibited. Importation from countries that
are still known to be free from Coconut Leaf Beetle may still be ailowed after complying
with strict quarantine measures.

Section 6. In order to carry out the effective quarantine and control measures against
the spread of Coconut Leaf Beetle, the Director of the Bureau of Plant Industry, in
accordance with Section 16 of P.D. 1433, and in coordination with BAT, may ask the
national, provincial, municipal and barangay officials, the Philippine National Police and
other law enforcement agencies to assists in the implementation/enforcement of such
promulgated quarantine measures in order to contain, prevent and spread and ultimately
eradicate the said pest.



Section 7.  All companies engaged in land, water or air transportation shall
assist/cooperate with the Director of the Bureau of Plant Industry or his
authorized representatives in the strict enforcement of the provisions of this
Order pursuant to Section 6, Rule VI of BPl Quarantine Administrative Order
No.1 Series of 1981 by not allowing or accepting shipments, conveying or
shipping palm seedlings, plants and germinated seednuts from infested areas to
non-infested areas.

Section 8. Any person who violates the provision of this Order or forges,
counterfeits, alters, defaces or destroys any document issued by virtue thereof,
shall be fined as prescribed by existing laws.

Section 9. This order shall supersede and/or revoke orders inconsistent
herewith and shall take effect fifteen (15) days after public publication in Official
Gazette and/or a newspaper of general circulation,
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- S. RUDINAS
OIC Director

25 September 2007
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